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The Development of Personality

And Social Behavior

1- Socialization is the social experiences that influence the
development of personality, motives, values, attitudes, opinions,
and beliefs , Infants ordinarily show attachment to their caretakers
(usually mothers) beginning at about eight months of age, and the
caretaker’s reactions may have lasting on the child’s adjustment ,
Sensitivity to the baby’s needs and warm, intimate “mothering”
foster sociability, alertness, and a basic sense of trust, while
impersonal care produces only weak attachments and less interest
in others , Prolonged and severe maternal deprivation-lasting for
longer than the first year or eighteen months may result in
profound emotional maladjustment , In the second year, the baby’s
striving for autonomy and independence seems to be dominant. At
the same time, adults begin to pressure the child to accept the
demands of reality and limitations on freedom .

2—- Parental rewards for independent activity and initiative stimulate
the development of motives such as curiosity, autonomy,
achievement and competence , As the child becomes more mature
and his relationships with others become more complex, the
characteristics of home atmosphere and childrearing practices— for
example, democracy, control, demands for maturity— play a critical
role in shaping behavior , For example, nursery— school children
from democratic homes are outgoing, active, competitive, original,
and self-assertive. Those from highly controlled, restrictive homes

tend to be conforming, well-behaved, quiet, and lacking in
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curiosity and originality. Parents who are supportive warm, loving,
and secure —as well as firm and reasonable about discipline— are
more likely to have mature and competent children .

3- Identification, the desire to be like another person, is a
fundamental mechanism of personality development and
socialization, and children are motivated to identify with models
who are nurturing and gratifying, Through identification, the child
acquires many of the parents’ characteristics, reactions, attitudes,
and ways of thinking, Sex-typing (the adoption of personality
traits, behavior, and attitudes culturally appropriate to the
individual’s own sex) and conscience or superego are two major
products of identification, Peers are also important agents of
socialization, teaching through reward and punishment and serving
as models for imitation and identification, Both desirable
responses— such as generosity— and undesirable behavior- such
as aggression— may be acquired or strengthened by imitating
peers.

4- Personality develops and changes throughout the life span as
the individual copes with changing conditions and psychosocial
crises, social demands, and new relationships and roles , The
principal problem of adolescence in Western culture is the identity
crisis, the individual’s attempt to acquire a sense of identity, a
sense of who one is and where one is going, Later there are crises
about establishing intimate relationships with others without
sacrificing ego identity, and about commitment to future
generations, one’s family, and children. In the last years, people
deal with the critical conflict of whether or not life has been
satisfying and meaningful, Some early established personality

characteristics persist into adolescence and adulthood:
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achievement motivation, emotional, placidity, anxiety about social
interactions, introspectiveness, impulsivity, aggression (in boys)
and dependency (in girls).

5- However, in adulthood, most people become more highly
integrated and self-assured, more dependable, and more
productive. In old age, people generally have poorer self-concepts,
less self-confidence and lower achievement motivation; but there

are vast individual differences in social and personal adjustment .
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